SPIRIT SOFTWARE :
POLICE INVESTIGATE

In February 1984, a com-
pany then called ‘Spirit’
promised a Speccy racing
game and steering wheel
for £8.95. If you ever
pondered the origin’s of

the acronym WTF—say
hello to it’s birthplace.
Thanks to the ultra-

trustworthy punters of
the 80’s, money poured
in to the mail-order com-
pany. They didn’t deliver
the goods and according
to both Crash and C&VG
they were later investi-
gated by the Met Police.
It turned out they didn’t

pay their advertising
costs either! Blaming
manufacturing delays,

the game somehow did
end up getting a release
from Mastertronic in Mid

. London's
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news section Mr
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1985 at £1.99. So was
the game/wheel any
good after that long wait?
Well, in describing the
plastic yellow steering
wheel, one can do no bet-
ter than quote the fabu-
lous Crash Magazine—
Issue 16—"Formula One
was the game that prom-
ised all but gave substan-
tially less. The ill-fated
ashtray - sorry, steering
wheel - was a joke. So in-
stead of vrolling it over
the keyboard as in-
tended, the keys have to
be pressed - and control
is appalling. Mind you,
the 3D works fairly well.”
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The hands don’t move and the
road doesn’t convey any sense
of speed (no stripes)

....but the biggest crime in
this game is the sound. It’s
like something used in a
torture chamber. Your ear
drum vibrates uncontrollably.
It makes you cry with pain.

(July 1984)
Police Inves-
tigate Spirit

Bogus  software
company  Spirit
Software, who
widely advertised a
game called For-
mula  One  and
boasted it would
come complete
with a steering
wheel joystick for
£8.95, are being

investigated by

being sought, not
only by the authori-
ties, but also by the
several magazines
who accepted his
advertisements and
have not been paid.
Mr Alexander has
been a rather shad-
owy figure on the
software scene for
some time, and his
name has been as-
sociated with some

cheques sent in by
mail order custom-
ers to Spirit Soft-
ware. These are
only those cheques
which were still
uncashed at the
time of Mr Alexan-
der's  disappear-
ance. Customers
whose cheques and
postal orders have
been cashed are
unlikely to see their

other companies of money back.

dubious honesty.
The Kensington

FORMULA ONE AND STEERING WHEEL
For Sinclair ZX Spectrum 16K & 48K

THE GAME

helpof The Jim Rus
§lages — Instruction, Pra u
n wet or dry canditions, Incredible sound eff
you all the speed and excitemneant of motor racin

THE STEERING WHEEL

Maturally you cannot steer a racing car effectively by pushing buttons or
wigoling a joystick so we have develope eering wheel that fits to the
Spectrum. With one hand on the wheel (the other free for braking and
accelerating) it gives the level of precision needed to steer the car on the
fastest line through the corners and correct 4 skid when you overdo it. The
wheel is strongly made and thanks to a brilliantly simple design we have
been abie to keep the cost down to @ minimum. |t will be used for many
games in the future but is now only available with FORMULA ONE

Toarder FORMULA ONE and Steering Wheel send chequeorp.o. for £8. 9510
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